
MARY MACKILLOP 

St Mary of the Cross 

In 2012 I was approached by Mary Mackillop College, Wakeley NSW, to make this sculpture. 

The principle, Narelle Archer, an adventurous type with great spirit, invited me to make something 

wild, something with integrity and energy and something that was undeniably Mary MacKillop. She 

wanted something that would speak to her students and tell the story of this adventurous, brave, 

loving hero. It was a great commission and I must say the clientele (the staff of Mary MacKillop 

College -  Archer governs as a group) were wonderful and played no small part in directing the 

character and spirit of the work. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǿŀǎ best demonstrated in the designing of the maquette. I worked for some time 

trying to find something suitable but with no success. I finally broke out of my habitual ways with 

encouragement from my wife and put together a gesture that was audacious, that reached for 

ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘƻǘΣ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƻƻ άƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǳƭǇǘƻǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

 

Original maquette designs. 
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The break through 

St Mary of the Cross. Bronze maquette, 2012 



 

IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

St Mary of the Cross, the armature, 2012 



 

The clay. Lines first! 



 

Blocking in the face 



 

Bringing it together 



 

¢ƘŜ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΦ [ƻƭŀΩǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƴȊŜ όǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ /ŀǎǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 

bronze founder). 



 

The silicon mould. 



 

The bronze. aŀǘǘ ŀǘ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛƴŀΦ 


